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OUTLOOK FOR REPUBLICAN SUCCESS. 

BY THE HON. CHARLES T. SAXTON, LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 
OF NEW TORE. 



Last fall the people had an opportunity to express their 
opinion upon the policy and record of the party in control of our 
national affairs. That opinion was expressed with a great deal 
of vigor and positiveness. The verdict of 1892 was completely 
reversed. The Republican party won a decisive victory in nearly 
every northern state. Those states which had left the Repub- 
lican column two years before swung back into line, bringing 
with them many Democratic strongholds both in the North and 
in the South. There were 217 Democrats and 121 Republicans in 
the last House of Representatives. The Republican vote in the 
present house is more than twice as great, while the Democratic 
representation has shrunk to less than one-half of its former pro- 
portions. Never was a more stinging rebuke given to any polit- 
ical party in this country. The ntter rout of the Democracy 
can only be construed by reasonable men into a sweeping con- 
demnation of the present administration ; nor has anything since 
occurred to shake the general belief in the entire justice of that 
condemnation. 

The causes that brought about the Democratic victory of 1892 
have been discussed from every possible stand-point until the sub- 
ject is worn threadbare. Republican workingmen were deceived 
by the false cry that protection benefits capital at the expense of 
labor. Republican farmers listened to that siren voice which 
promised them dollar wheat in the event of Democratic success. 
Republican consumers were deluded by statements, continually 
sounded in their ears, that the McKinley tariff had materially 
increased the cost of living. Some manufacturers may have seen 
the mirage of more prosperous business reflected from the Demo- 
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cratic promise of free raw materials. They have all had their eyes 
opened since to the false pretences that were practised upon 
them. But the efficient cause of Mr. Cleveland's election is to be 
sought for in that socialistic movement, known by the name of 
Populism, which had suddenly developed remarkable strength in 
some of the Western states. The result of the last presidential 
election was not really a Democratic victory, although it was un- 
questionably a defeat for the Republican party. 

At the time of that election we were enjoying a prosperity 
almost, if not quite, unparalleled in this country or elsewhere. 
That is a fact within every man's knowledge — a fact as indisput- 
able as the sunshine upon a cloudless summer day. We realize 
this more fully when we look back upon it from the depths of the 
business depression in which we have been floundering for the past 
two years. During 1892 we produced more and consumed more 
than ever before in the same period of time. Capital was profit- 
ably employed and labor was well paid. Agriculture was in a 
flourishing condition. The volume of foreign trade was greater 
than in any preceding year. The same statement can be made 
as to the value of our exports ; while the balance of trade in our 
favor was greater than it had been since 1881. The McKinley 
tariff bill was in successful operation. That "culminating 
atrocity," as it was picturesquely styled by our Democratic friends > 
gave us a larger degree of free trade than we had enjoyed for thirty 
years, and at the same time afforded ample protection to all Ameri- 
can industries. Although it had reduced the amount of revenue 
from customs, as its framers had designed it to do, it supplied 
more than enough, with what came in from other sources, to de- 
fray all the expenses of government. There was discontent as 
there always will be, because no matter how good our condition is 
we generally want to make it better. There was poverty as there 
ever has been, because the misfortunes of some and the faults of 
others have borne the same bitter fruit since the beginning of 
time. The silver question was a source of uneasiness to business 
men, but there was no lack of confidence in our ability to escape 
any serious danger from that direction. Taking them for all in 
all, the " Harrison times" were very good times indeed, and the 
Harrison administration was one of the cleanest, strongest and 
most successful administrations in the history of this republic. 

This great prosperity that we have glanced at was followed by 
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a greater adversity. The panic of 1893 which scattered destruc- 
tion broadcast through the land ended in business prostration and 
industrial paralysis from which we have hardly yet begun to re- 
cover. We are told by the administration organs that better 
times are in sight. Every patriotic American is anxious to be- 
lieve that is so, no matter what the effect may be upon the fortunes 
of this or that political party. But there is no reliable promise 
of such prosperity as was ours at the close of the last administra- 
tion. It is true that some industries, especially the iron industry, 
are very active just now, and that many manufacturing companies 
have increased the wages of their employees. But it is not true 
that the general business of the country is in a satisfactory con- 
dition ; and as for wages the average increase is no more than one- 
half the reductions that were made two years ago. The prices of 
most farm products are lower even than they were last year and 
that was the worst year the farmers of this generation had ever 
experienced. It is evident, however, that we have touched the 
lowest point, and we have every reason to expect a gradual im- 
provement in business conditions ; but it is equally evident that 
the brighter outlook comes from the assurance given by the elec- 
tion of a Republican House of Representatives last fall that there 
will be no more free trade legislation enacted during the remain- 
ing life of this administration. 

The cause of the panic has been the subject of endless contro- 
versy. The theory of those who appear in the role of apologists 
for the present administration is that all our recent financial and 
industrial difficulties were a legacy from the preceding adminis- 
tration. They insist that the clouds which burst with such de- 
vastating fury had been gathering for years. They point out that 
the ship of state had long been drifting toward the breakers. 
The most significant thing in connection with this theory, at 
least to those who are considering the chances of the parties in 
1896, is that the people do not accept it for the reason that so far 
as they can judge it has no foundation in fact. The sky was, 
to their view, clear and serene, without a shadow to obscure its 
brightness, until after the election of a Democratic President and 
a Democratic Congress. The breakers, if there were any before 
that time, were effectually concealed from their vision. There 
was no trouble about the currency. The gold reserve was main- 
tained at the proper figure without any trouble. The revenues 
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under the new tariff bill, which had fallen off at first, were 
beginning to increase very considerably. The deficiency of 
1893-4 is abundantly explained by the depression in all kinds of 
business. With these facts in mind the suspicion naturally arises 
that the clouds and breakers were only discovered by those who 
were looking backward for some explanation, besides the obvious 
one, of the hard times that followed so closely upon the heels of 
Democratic victory. 

The Democratic party has never in this generation had the 
genuine confidence of the people. For nearly half a century it 
has been on the wrong side of every great national issue. It has 
shown an amazing capacity for committing political blunders, 
some of which were equivalent to political crimes. " How shall 
a man escape from his ancestors," exclaims Emerson, " or draw 
oft from his veins the black drop which he drew from his 
father's or his mother's life ?" There has always been an irre- 
sistible tendency in the Democratic party to do just the thing 
it ought not to do. Speaking of it as of an individual, we would 
say that there is a taint in the blood, a taint of weakness and 
incapacity if nothing worse. For some years past it has masquer- 
aded as the party of economy and reform. There is no doubt 
but that Democratic leaders are always in favor of honest and 
economical government by the Republican party. For illustra- 
tion, we remember that in 1890 the " billion dollar Congress " 
was denounced by every Democratic orator and newspaper in the 
land. The next Congress, which was Democratic in both 
branches, went far beyond the billion-dollar mark, and there has 
been an impressive silence ever since upon the subject of re- 
trenchment in national expenditures. There are some leaders of 
the party who have a genuine desire to reform those abuses which 
in their judgment need reformation. They are as a rule of the 
mugwump variety and their number is not large. Their delusion 
is the belief that they represent in that respect the masses of the 
Democratic party. Nothing could be farther from the truth. 
Keform is a profession and not a practice with the Democracy. 
When we hear about it from Democratic leaders we may be^sure 
it is vox et praeterea nihil, a promise that will never materialize 
into performance. 

There is one exception, however, to this rule. The Demo- 
cratic party is thoroughly committed by precept and practice to 
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tariff reform. That means, according to the latest definition 
made by a Democratic National Convention, the destruction of 
every kind of protection to American industries. The " tariff for 
revenue only " of 1876 and 1880 has finally developed by a per- 
fectly natural process into the dogma that the very principle of 
protection in a tariff bill is a fraud, a robbery, and a violation of 
the constitution. This is certainly as near an approach as 
can be made to the doctrine of absolute free trade without aban- 
doning entirely our system of raising revenue by duties upon 
imports. 

The Wilson bill was an effort to embody this doctrine in a 
statute. It started out as a vigorous attack upon protection, but, 
fortunately for the country, the attack was not so vigorously sup- 
ported in the Senate. When the House bill emerged from the 
darkness and secrecy of the Senate Committee it had lost much 
of its beautiful symmetry, but what it had lost in beauty it had 
gained in wisdom and strength. Looking at it from a Demo- 
cratic standpoint, it was very far from being a radical measure, 
although we will do the free trade leaders the justice to admit 
that they got all they could and gave fair warning that more 
would be demanded at the first favorable opportunity. In fact, the 
bill as finally passed was a protection measure, although wholly 
illogical and unsjstematic in its construction. It was a protection 
measure in another sense when considered in its relations to the 
sugar trust. 

There never was a more disastrous failure from any point of 
view than the Wilson-Gorman tariff law. Having for its central 
idea free raw materials, it placed coal and iron on the protected 
list. Having for its main purpose a sufficient revenue, it has 
brought about an annual deficiency of fifty or sixty millions of 
dollars, and reduced the government to the necessity of borrowing 
money with which to pay its current expenses. Having in view 
an increase of foreign trade, it has accomplished its design, if at 
all, only by increasing the value of our imports and diminishing 
largely the value of our exports. It has crippled many industries> 
and reduced the wages of thousands of our workingmen. It 
wrought the destruction of the valuable reciprocity relations we 
had with several foreign states. One of its most prominent feat- 
ures is the discrimination it made in favor of southern produc- 
tions. So pronounced was this feature that the President was 
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moved to utter a protest and a warning, which, it is needless to 
say, were unheeded by Congress. " How can we face the people," 
wrote he, " after indulging in such outrageous discriminations 
and violations of principle ? " The scandals that clustered 
around the hill are still fresh in the public mind. Well 
might President Cleveland declare that it meant "party per- 
fidy and party dishonor," and refuse it the sanction of his 
signature. 

It is important to have the tariff question settled right, but it 
is even moi'e important to have it settled in some way, right or 
wrong, so it will stay settled. If the Democratic party has any 
organic will at all, and that is by no means certain, that will is to 
destroy our American system of protection. The real leaders of 
the party will never be satisfied until that result is accomplished. 
Tbe Hon. Lawrence T. Neal, who was the author of the tariff 
plank in the Chicago platform recently opened the campaign in 
Ohio. He said in the course of his speech that the Wilson bill is 
to be followed by the enactment of other laws " making still 
further reductions and bringing us nearer to the standard of a 
tariff for revenue." This is but the echo of what has been said 
in substance time and again by Democratic orators. It reflects 
the views of a large majority of the party, and that is the chief 
reason why the party will not succeed next year. 

The issue is clearly defined. It is not a question of schedules 
hut of principles. The great mass of the Northern people believe 
in the principle of protection. That belief is gaining ground 
even in the Southern States, several of which are beginning to 
feel the strong pulse of a new industrial life. The result of the 
last presidential election was not a verdict against the protection 
system. The people looked to the letter of the candidate, rather 
than to the platform of the party, for a declaration of principles 
upon the tariff question. When it began to dawn upon them, as 
it did soon after the election, that the triumph of the Democracy 
was a severe blow at protection they became alarmed and indig- 
nant. This feeling found vent in the elections last year. The 
revolution which then took place was not caused so much by the 
hard times as by the general conviction among the people that the 
hard times were brought about by the threat involved in Demo- 
cratic rule. There is no danger now that the " tariff reformers" 
will carry us any further along the road that leads to free trade, 
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for the simple reason that they will not again have the oppor- 
tunity, at least for some years, to meddle with the delicate 
machinery of our industrial system. 

Nor is it likely that even with the tariff question out of the 
way the people would intrust that party with the settlement of 
our financial difficulties. When the panic came the administra- 
tion tried to place the responsibility upon the Sherman act. It 
is a favorite boast of Democratic leaders that their representa- 
tives in Congress unanimously opposed the passage of that 
measure ; but they are careful not to state that the reason for the 
opposition was that a large majority of those representatives 
wanted free coinage and nothing less. When Mr. Bland moved, 
in June, 1890, to commit the Conger silver purchase bill to the 
committee, with instructions to report back a free coinage bill, 
100 out of the 116 affirmative votes were from the Democratic side: 
Only thirteen Democratic votes were recorded against it. When 
the bill afterwards came up in the Senate twenty-eight out of the 
thirty-seven Democratic Senators voted for the Plumb free coin- 
age substitute, and but three of them were recorded against it. 
The President is entitled to great credit for setting his face so 
resolutely against the fifty cent dollar, but in so doing he turned 
his back upon his party as represented in Congress. There is 
about the same comparison between the danger threatened by 
the Sherman act and that to be apprehended from the free coin- 
age of silver as there is between a mild gale and a western cy- 
clone. When that act was passed there was a well grounded hope 
that its effect would be to stay the downward course in the price 
of the white metal. Unfortunately that hope was not realized 
and it was time that the law should be repealed. The Democratic 
Congress was powerless even to do that without the aid of the 
Republican minority. There is every reason to believe that no 
evils would have flowed from the law, except the loss sustained 
by the treasury in buying silver on a falling market, but for the 
profound and widespread distrust of the party in power. 

Business men have but little confidence in Democratic finan- 
ciering. They remember, among other things, that in 1868 the 
party was in favor of paying the national debt in depreciated 
currency, and that in 1876 it denounced resumption of specie 
payments. They know that it has always shown a willingness to 
embrace any financial heresy, and that its very last deliverance 
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upon the money question was in favor of the "wild cat" cur- 
rency of the old State banking system. 

The last Congress demonstrated its incapacity to deal with 
financial matters. It lacked both the wisdom and the will. 
Nothing was done for the relief of the treasury. Secretary 
Carlisle has been compelled to sell bonds to maintain the gold 
reserve and provide for current expenses. The revenues now are 
wholly inadequate for the purposes of the government. The 
national debt has been increased to the extent of $150,000,000, 
or much more as some claim. But Congress adjourned in the 
midst of these difficulties without making an effort to relieve the 
situation. 

The people like to see a party have a policy and a purpose. 
They expect those who are intrusted with political power to know 
what to do, and how to do it. We are confronted with some 
very troublesome questions. They can never be settled by a 
divided party. The Republican party is always able to agree with 
itself on important matters. It may make mistakes, but it never 
makes the unpardonable mistake of doing nothing in the face of 
a great emergency. The Eepublicans in Congress will soon have a 
splendid oppoitunity to show the quality of their statesmanship. 
They should embrace that opportunity without hesitation. In 
such a case, as in all cases, fidelity to the public interests will be 
the surest road to party success. 

The average American has a strong feeling of pride and 
affection for his country. He is even so prejudiced and narrow 
minded as to think more of his own country than of any other. 
He expects the national government to uphold at any cost the 
honor and dignity of the American name. He would promptly 
resent any insult to the flag, and firmly repel any attack upon the 
integrity of the Monroe doctrine. Furthermore, he believes that 
this country, as the great power of the western world, owes duties 
to its neighbors ; and that, while it should do nothing rash, or 
quixotic, it should manifest in a proper way its sympathies with 
those in every land who aspire to liberty and struggle against op- 
pression. To this extent he is a jingo, and he accepts the name 
as a title of honor. 

Americans of this class, and they are largely in the majority, 
feel humiliated beyond expression by the foreign policy of this 
administration. They look upon it as weak, cowardly, and un- 
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patriotic. They contrast it with the firm and vigorons policy of 
President Harrison and his cabinet. They point to the Hawaiian 
affair as the most disgraceful chapter in our diplomatic history. 
They refer also to Samoa, and the surrender of the Japanese 
students, and the Waller incident, as illustrations of the fibreless 
character of our State Department in its dealings with foreign 
nations. 

There are other counts in the people's indictment against this 
administration, but it is not necessary to mention them. The weak- 
ness of the Democratic party is structural. Its fatal defect is the 
absence of anything like unity of purpose. The platform upon 
which its various factions can agree is one which means all things 
to all men. About the only unequivocal declaration it has made 
for years was the tariff plank of 1^92 ; and its leaders have spent 
most of their time since in explaining that away. It is not so 
much a party as an association of opposing elements formed for 
the single purpose of getting and keeping control of the govern- 
ment. There is no intention of charging that individual Demo- 
crats are actuated more than . individual Republicans by selfish 
motives ; but the purpose above indicated is the only real bond 
of union that holds together the heterogeneous collection of per- 
sons that goes by the name of the Democratic party. One is re- 
minded by it of the old copy-book line, " Many men of many 
minds." No Democratic leader can be named, unless he be a free 
trader, who reflects the opinion on any considerable portion of his 
party on national issues. 

The circumstances above recited furnish the strongest reasons 
for the belief that the Eepublican party will succeed in the com- 
ing elections. The people understand the matter very thoroughly. 
They may not all be able to grasp the theories of the economist, 
but there are not many among them who do not readily compre- 
hend the meaning of facts and the logic of conditions. 

President Cleveland received less than forty-six per cent, of 
the popular vote in 1892; a smaller portion than he received in 
1888, when he was defeated. The Eepublican States of Wiscon- 
sin, Illinois, North Dakota, California, Indiana and Ohio cast 
sixty-one votes for him; and the states of Kansas, Colorado, 
Nevada, North Dakota, Oregon and Idaho gave twenty-two votes 
for Weaver. That result was chiefly due to the twin delusions, 
Populism and Free Coinage, both of which reached high water 
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mark that year. If those states had been where they belong 
Harrison would have been elected. Nothing is more certain than 
that nearly, if not quite, all of them will choose Republican 
electors next year. The people of the West have had enough of 
Populism, which brought them nothing but anarchy and financial 
disaster.. The free coinage question will not cut much of a figure 
outside of the silver producing states. It was pointed out by the 
Chairman of the Republican National Committee in the North 
American Review for April, 1894, that a change of 27,426 
votes, properly distributed in California, Delaware, Idaho, North 
Dakota, Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Missouri and West Virginia 
would have given those states to Harrison and secured his elec- 
tion. The Republican party succeeded last fall in every one of 
those states, except California, by pluralities, aggregating 
240,000; and even in California there was a large Republican 
plurality upon the vote for Representatives in Congress. The 
Democratic party cannot properly succeed next year without the 
vote of New York State. Judging from present appearances, 
that vote will surely be cast for the Republican candidates. 

In fact, viewing the situation from any standpoint, the pros- 
pect of Republican success is of the most encouraging character. 
The party is thoroughly united on all matters of national policy. 
Its achievements shine with a brighter lustre than ever against 
the dark back-ground of Democratic incompetency. The people 
know that it can be relied upon to protect their highest interests 
at home and abroad. They have confidence in its ability to rise 
above every difficulty and settle in a statesmanlike way every 
question that may arise. 

Charles T. Saxton. 
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